Introduction
Granuloma is a form of chronic inflammation, and the development of granulomas involves various kinds of inflammatory cells and abnormal accumula tion of extracellular matrix material. Recently, mononuclear phagocytes were thought to be the major source of the molecular mediators contributing to granuloma formation and fibrosis after tissue injury1-4. Myofibroblasts are also crucial cells in such lesions, because they produce the extracellular matrix materials leading to fibrosis3-7.
Experimental pulmonary granulomas have also been induced in rats and mice by intratracheal injec tion of silica8, or by embolization of glucan9, Se phadex beads10,11, and Schistosoma mansoni eggs11. These models have been widely used in order to counting cell numbers. As shown in Fig. 2 , ED 1-positive macrophages appeared as early as 1 hour after the Sephadex bead injection, and quickly increased in number up to 24 hours after the injection. Subse quently, the greater number of macrophages were still present after 3 days, having reached a maximal value (Fig. 4) 
